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by TS) T is generally ſubofed, That Repens« | 
op [ [ ance and Faith are only. the Gate of 


| Religion; that they are neceſſary on- 

Wee ly at the beginning of our Chriſtian 

+ | —_ when we are ſetting out in the way of the 
3 kingdom. And this may ſeem to be confirmed by 

>| _ th reat Apoſtle, where exhorting the Hebrew - 
| Chriſtians to go on to perfection, he teaches them to 

| leave theſe firſt principles of the doctrine of Chrift; not 
wg again the foundation of repentance from dead 

rl © works and faith toward God: Which mult at leaſt” 
#18 mean, that they ſhoyld comparatively leave ther 
„ that ar firſt — up all their thoughts, in order to 
e, forward toward the prix of the vigh t 7 1 

1 God in Chrifl Feſus. - *:51 
| Al: ES 2. And this is undoubtedly true, that. there is a2 
8 Repentance and a Faith, which are more eſpecially * >» 

4 neceſſary at the beginning. A Repentance which 
= —- is a conviction of our utter ſinfulneſs, and guiltineſs Ws 

; and helpleſſneſs: and which precedes our receiv» |”. 

4 iog that kingdom of God, which our Lord obſerves 
„is within ws; And a Faith, whereby we receive that 
_ f | 22 even rightcouſugſs 5, and Nac, and j Jo in the 
1 . „die Rut notwithſtanding this, there is alſo. a Ris 


== and a Faith, (taking the words in another 
Wl} nſe, a ſenſe not quite the ſame, nor yet entirely 
= * different,) which are requiſite after we have Zelieved 


7 * _ wake and in every on . = 
* 8 | K 
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AEP Ex, AND BELIEVE THE cet, 4 


FF 

dur Chriſtian courſo, or we cannot run the Face which 

38 /et before us. And this Repentance and Faith are : 

tull-as neceſſary in order to our continuance and WTO - 

- growth in grace, as the former Faith and Repent- | 

= ance were, in order to our entering into the king- 

But in what ſenſe are we to repent and believe, 

after we are juſtified *—This is an important queſ- 
tion, and worthy of being conſidered with the utmoſt | 

Attention. V 


I. And Firſt, In what ſenſe are we to repent? _ 


1. Repentance frequently means, an inward 
change, a change of mind from fin to holinefs. But 
we now ſpeak of it in a quite different ſenſe, as it is 
one kind of Seli-knowledge, the knowing ourſelves  — 
ſinners, yea guilty, helpleſs finners, even tho' we | 
know we are children of God. 55 
2. Indeed when we firſt know this, when we firſt 
find redemption in the blood of Jeſus, when the Love 
of God is firſt ſhed abroad in our hearts and his king» 
"com fer up therein, it is natural to ſuppoſe that we 
_.+*re no longer ſinners, that all our fins are not onl 
eovered but deſtroyed. As we do not then feel any 
evil in our hearts, we readily imagine, none is there, 
Nay ſome well-meaning men have imagined this, 
not only at that time, but ever after: having per- 
ſuaded themſelves, that when they were juſtified, 
they were entirely ſanctified. Vea, they have laid 
jt down as a general rule, in ſpite of Scripture, Rea- 
ſon and Experience, Theſe fincerely believe and 
earneſtly maintain, that all fin is deſtroyed when 
we are juſtified, and that there is no ſin in the heart 
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of a believer, but that it is altogether clean. from 1 
that moment. But though we readily acknowledge, 
baue that believeth is born of God, and he that is born of | 
VB dotb not commit fin: yet we cannot allow that be 

"does not cel it within: it does not reigu, but it dos | » 
remain. And a conviction of the fin which remains 4 

in our heart, is one great branch of the repentange .,. | . 

we are now ſpeaking of. : 
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3. For it is ſeldom long, before he who imagin- 


ed all- ſin was gone, feels there is {till Pride in his 
heart. He is convinced, both that in many reſpects 


he has thought of himſelf more highly than he 
ought to think, and that be has taken to himſelf the 
pPraiſe of ſomething he had received, and gloried in 
it as though he had not received it. And yet he 
knows, he is in the favour of God, He cannot _ 


and ought not to ce faway his confidence, The Hife 
full <vieneſſes avith his ſpirit, that he is a child of God. 

4. Nor is it long before he feels Se Hau in his 
heart, even a Will contrary to the Will of Ged. A 


Will every man muſt inevitably have, as long as he 


has an Underſtanding. This is au effential part of 


human Nature, indeed of the nature of every intelli- 


gent Being, Our blefled Lord himſelf had a Will as 

a man: otherwiſe he had not been a man. But his 
human Will was invariably ſubject to the Will of his 
Father. At all times, and on all occafions, even in 


the deepeſt affliction, he could ſay, Not as I auill, but 
as thou wilt, But this is not the caſe at all times, 


even with a true believer in Chriſt. He frequently 


finds his will more or leſs exalting itſelf againſt the 
Will of God. He wills ſomething becauſe it is 
pleaſing to nature, which is not pleaſing to, God. 
And he nills (is averſe from) ſomething becauſe it is 


painful to nature, which is the will of God con- 
cerning him. Indeed (ſuppoſe he continues in the 
faith) he fights againſt it with all bis might. But 
this very ching implies, chat it really e and chat 
he i conſcious of it. IM 
*  5- Now Self-will, as well as Pride, is a ſpecies of 
1 try: and both are directly contrary to tbe Love 
od. The ſame obſervation may be made, con- 
eerning the Lowe of the wvorld. But this likewiſe even 
rue believers are liable to feel in themſelves; ang 
every one of them does feel! it, more or leſs, ſockbar: I. 
ar later, an one branch or another. It is true, when 7 


he firſtvpaſſes from death unto life, he defires no- 
thing more but God. He can truly ſay, Al _—_ 
os tr minto thee, and unto the remembrance of thy name. 
- bor Seer Jin Tenn But eters and there is none: 


— « 
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463) | 
bon earth that I defire beſide thee !* But it is not ſo 
always. In proceſs of time he will feel again, (tho' | 
Perhaps only for a few moments) either 2% defire of [| 
ie elt, or the defire of the eye, or the pride of life. 4 
.  *Nay, it he does not continually watch and pray, he 
may find Ly/ reviving, yea, and thruſting ſore at 
*him that he may fall, *till he has ſcarce any ſtrength | 
left in him. He may feel the aflaults of inordinate 
Alion, yea a ſtrong propenſity to love the creature 5 
more than the Creator; Whether it be a child, a pa- 
rent, an huſband or wife, or tbe Friend that is as his 
eau ſoul, He may feel in a thouſand various ways, 

a deſire of earthly things or pleaſures, In the ſame 
Proportion he will forget God, not ſeeking his hap- 
pineſs in him, and conſequently. being a lover of 
pleaſure more than a lover of God, © | 5 
6. If he does not keep himſelf every moment, he 
will again feel he Defire of the Eye, the deſire of gra- 
tifying his imagination, with ſomething great, or 

heautiful, or uncommon. In how many ways does 
this defire./ aſſault the ſouł? Perhaps with regard to 
the pooreſt triflles ſuch as dreſs, or furniture: 
'Fhings never defigned to ſatisfy the aypetite of an. 
immortal Spirit. Yet how natural is it for us, even 
after we have taſted of the poævers of the auprld to come, 
10 fink again into theſe fooliſh, low defirfs of thinge, 
that periſh in the ufing? Hbw hard is it, eren for 
thoſe who know in whom they have believed, to 
conquer but one branch of the defire of the eye, 
Curioſity ? Conſtantly to trample it under their feet 
Io deſire nothing, merely becauſe it is new ? . 
7. And how hard is it even, for the children of 
5 Sod wholly to conquer be pride of life? St. John 
ſeems to mean by this nearly the ſame with what the 
. world terms the ſenſe of honour. - This is no other 
than a deſire of and delight in the Honour that cometh of 
men. A deſire and love of praiſe, and (which is 
always joined with it) a proportionable fear , die: 
praiſe. Nearly allied to this is eil "ſhame 5 the be- 
ing aſhamed of that wherein we ought to glory. And 
this is ſeldom divided from the ear of man, Which 
brings a thouſand ſnares upon the ſoul. . Now where + 
bs be en amone thois that ſeem irons in faith; 
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1 bo does: norfind. Im himſelf a degree of all theſe 


© % 


evil tempers? . So that even theſe are but in part 


erucified to the aworld + for the evil root ſtill remains 


in theirheart, | C1 + A, Roos 
8. And do we not feel other tempers, which are 


as contrary to the love of our neighbour, as theſe + 


are tothe love of God ? The love of our neighbour. 
thinketh no evil; Do not we find any thing of the 
kind? Do we never find any jealoufies any evil ſurmiſ 


ings, any groundleſs or unreaſonable ſuſpicions? He 


that is clear in thefe reſpects, let him eaſt the firſt 


. ſtone at his neighbour. Who does not ſometimes feel 


other tempers or inward: motions, which he knows 
are contrary to brotherly love? If nothing of malice, 
hatred or bitterneſs, is there no touch of envy ? Par- 
ticularly toward thoſe who enjoy ſome (real or ſup- 


. poſed) good, which we defire but cannot attain? Do 


we never find any degree of reſentment, when we are 


injured or affronted ?: + Eſpecially. by thoſe whom we 
peculiarly loved, and whom we had moſt laboured 


to help or oblige.. Does: injuſtice” or ingratitude 
never excite us to any deſire of revenge? Any deſire 


of returning evil for evil, inſtead of overcoming evil 
with good? This alſo ſhews, how much is ſtill in our 


# 


heart, which is contrary to the love of our neigh- 


bour , ers 1 ah * 
9. Covetouſneſs in every kind and degree is cer- 

tainly as contrary to this as to the love of Gods 
Whether orAzpyvein, the loye: of money, which is too 


frequently the root of all-ewils, or-7).cov; £19, literally, 
A deſire of having more, or increaſing in ſubſtance, 
And how few even of the real children: of God, are* 


entirely free from both? Indeed one great man, 
Martin Luther uſed to ſay, He never had any co- 
vetouſneſs in him, (not only in his converted ſtate 
but) ever fince he was bern.“ But if ſo, I Woule 
not ſcruple to ſay, He was the only man born of a 
woman, (except him that was God as well as man) 
ho had not, who was born without it. Nay, I. 
believe, never was any one born of God, that lived 
+ any conſiderable time after, who did. not feel: more 
pr lels ot it many times, eſpecially in the latter Res | 
ONE: Pe Ei 00 e 
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Me may therefore ſet it down as an undoubted trutł, 
chat cowetonſugſi, together with pride, and ſelf-will 
and anger remain in the hearts even of them that are 
Red... - - 3 . 
180. It is their experiencing this which has inclin-- 
ed ſo many ſerious perſons, to underſtand the latter 
' part of the ſeventh chapter to the Romans, not uf 
them that are under the lago, that are convinced of fin, 
which is undoubtedly the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
Hut of them that are under grace, that are ſiſtiſed freely 
toro” the redemption that is in Chi. And it is moſt 
certain, they are thus far right: there does ſtill re- 
main even in them that are juſtified, a mind which 
is in ſome meaſure carnal; (So the Apoſtle tells even 
the believers at Corinth, Ye are carnal ;) an heart bent 
to back/liding, ſtill ever ready to depart from the living 
God: A propenſity to pride, felf-will, anger, re- 
venge, love of the world, yea and all evil; a root of 
bitterneſs, which if the reſtraint were taken off for a 
moment, would inſtantly ſpring up: Yea, ſuch a 
depth of corruption, as without clear light from God. 
we cannot poffibly conceive. And a conviction of 
all this ſin remaining in their hearts, is the repen- 
tance which belongs to them that are juſtified. 
11. But we ſhould likewiſe be convinced, that as 
fin remains in our hearts, fo it cleaves to all our 
words and actions. Indeed it is to be feared, that 
many of our words are more than mixt with fin 
that they are ſinful altogether ;. for ſuch undoubtedly - 
is all zacharitable converſation : all which does not 
ſpring from brotherly love, all which does not agree 
with that golden rule, I hat ye world that others ſhould 
do to you, even ſo to do unto them, Of this kind is all. 
back-biting, all tale-bearing, all whiſpering, all 
Fil- ſpeaking; that is, repeating the faults of abſent 
ae for none would have others repeat his faults 
when he is abſent. Now how few are there, even 
among believers, who are in no degree guilty of 
this? Who ſteadily obſerve the good old rule, Of 
the dead and the abſent nothing but good.“ And 
fuppoſe they do, do they likewiſe abſtain. from au- 
P > x". 1 NNE 
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profitable converſation ? Yet all this is unqueſtionably 
finful, and grieves the holy Spirit of God: Yea, and 


for every. idle word that men ſhall ſpeak they ſhall give 
an account in the day of judgment. : ä 
12. But let it be ſuppoſed, that they continually 


watch and pray, and fo do not enter into this temptation 3 


that they conſtantly ſet a watch before their mouth, 
and keep the door of their lips: Suppoſe they ex- 


erciſe themſelves herein, that all their chu, tion 


may be in grace ſeaſoned with ſalt, and meet to miniſter 


grace to the hearers : yet do they not daily flide into 


uſeleſs diſcourſe, notwithſtanding all their caution ? 
And even when they endeavour to ſpeak for God, 


are their words pure, free from unholy mixtures? 


Do they find nothing wrong in their very Intention? 
Do they ſpeak merely to pleaſe God, and not partly 


to pleaſe themſelves? Is it wholly to do the will of 


God, and not their own will alſo ?!——Or, if they 
begin with a fingle eye, do they go on looking 
Ano Jeſus, and talking with him all the time they 


are with their neighbour ?——When they are re- 
Proving fin, do they feel noanger or unkind tempe 


to the finner? When they are inſtructing the 1g- 
norant, do they not find any pride, any ſelf-prefer- 


ence When they are comforting the afflicted, 
or provoking one another to love and to good Works, 
do they never perceive any inward ſelf-commenda- 


tion, ** Now you have ſpoke well?” Or any va- 


- nity, a defire that others [ſhould think ſo, and 


eſteem them on the account? In ſome or all theſe. 


reſpects, bow much fin cleaves to the beſt converſa- 


tion even of believers ? The conviction of which 


is another branch of the repentance/ which belongs 
to them that are juſtified, „ 


13. And how much fin if thetFeonſcience is thro'ly 


awake, may they find cleaving to their actions alſo? 


Nay are there not many of theſe, which tho” they 


are ſuch as the world would not condemn, yet can- 
not be commended, no nor excuſed, if we judge by 
the word of God? Are there not many of their 
actions, which they themſelves know, are not 10 7he- 
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glory of God? Many, wherein they did not even aim 
at this, which were not undertaken with an eye to 
God? And thoſe that were, are there not many, 
wherein their eye is not ſingly fixt on God? Wherein 
they are doing their own will, at leaſt as much as 
his, and ſeeking to pleaſe themſelves as much, if not 


more than to pleaſe God ?——And while they are 


endeavouring to do good to their neighbour, do they 


not feel wrong tempers of various kinds? Hence 


their good actions, ſo called are far from being 
ſtrictly ſuch, being polluted with ſuch a mixture of 
evil! Such are their works of mercy! And is there 


not the ſame mixture in their works of piety? While 


they are hearing the word which is able to ſave their 
ſouls, do they not frequently find ſuch thoughts, as 
make them afraid, leſt it ſhould turn their condem- 


nation, rather than their ſalvation? Is it not often 


the ſame caſe, while they are endeavouring to offer 
up their prayers to God, whether in public, or pri- 

vate? Nay, while they are engaged in the moſt ſo- 
lemn ſervice; Even while they are at the table of 


tze Lord, what manner of thoughts ariſe in them? 
Are not their hearts ſometimes wandering to the ends 


of the earth, ſometimes filled with ſuch imaginations, 


as make them fear, leſt all their ſacrifice ſhould be 
_. an abomination to the Lord, So that they are more 


* 


aſhamed of their beſt duties, than they were once of 
their worſt fins. 35 ; ; | 


14. Again, How many Aut of omiſſion are they | 


chargeable with? We know the words of the apoſtle, 
. To him that knoxweth to do good, and doth id not, to him 
it n. But do they not know a thouſand inſtances, 


wherein they might have done good, to enemies, to 
rangers, to * either with regard to 


their bodies or their ſouls, and they did it not? 
How many omiſſions have they been guilty of, in 


their duty towards God? How many opportunities of 
communicating, of hearing his word, of public or 


private prayer have they neglected? So great reaſon 


had even that holy man Archbiſhop Her, after all 
his labours for God, to cry out, almoſt, with his dy-: © _ 
ing breath, © Lord, forgive me my fins of omiſſion: | 


* 


% 
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1. But beſides thefe outward omiſſions, may they 
not find in themſelves izward deſecis without num- 


11 Defects of every kind: They have not the love, 


the feur, the confidence they ought to have toward 
God. They have not the love which is due to their 
neighbour, to every child of man: No, nor even 
that which is due to-- their brethren, ta every child 
of God; whether thoſe that are at a diſtance from 
them, or thoſe with whom they are immediately 
connected. They have no holy temper in the de- 
gree they ought; they are de fective in every thing: 
In a deep conſeioufneſs of which they are ready to 
cry out with Mr. De Renty. I ama ground all 
over-run with thorns: Or with Fob, I am wile; 
* I abhor myſelf, and repent as in duſt and afhes. © 
16. A conviction of their guittine/5 is another 
branch of that repentance which belongs to the chil- 


2 _ drenof God. But this is cautiouſly to be under- 


ſtood, and in a peculiar ſenſe. For it is certain, 'there 
i 20 condemnation for them thot are in Chrift Feſis, 
that believe in him, and in the power of the faith, 
_<valk not after the fleſh, but aftcr the Spirit. Vet can 
they no more bear the fri juſtice of God now than 
before they believed. This pronounces them to be 
ſtill avorthy of death, on all the preceding accounts. 
And it would abfolately condemn them thereto, 
were it not for the atoning blood. Thereforethey 
are throughly convinced, that they ſtill deferwe puνν. 
niſhment, although is is hereby turned aſide ſtom 
them. But here there are extremes on one hand 
and on the other, and few ſteer clear of them. Moſt 
men ſtrike on one or the other, either thinking them- 
ſelves condemned, when they are not, or thinking 
they deſerwe to be acquitted, Nay, the truth fies 
between: They ſtill 4e/4roe, ly ſpeaking, only 
the datnnation of hell. But what they deſerve does 
not come upon them, becauſe they have an advorate - 
auith the Father. His life, and death and Interceſhon - 
ſtill interpoſe between them and condemnation.” 
17. A conviction of their utter Helpleſineſ5, is yet 
another branch of this Repentance, I mean hereb! 


. xo. things; 7, That they are no more able now of 
_ themſelves to think one good thought, to form one 


good deſire, to ſpeak one good word, or do one good 


work, than before they were juſtified: That they 
have ſtill no kind or degree of ſtrength of their ou, 


no power either to do good or refiſt evil: No abili- 
ty to conquer or even withſtand, the world, the de- 
vil, or their own evil nature. They can, it is cer- 
tain, do all theſe ibings; but is not by their own 


firength. They have power to overcome all theſe 
enemies; for /in hath no more dominion over them. 


But it is not from nature, either in whole or in part: 


it is the mere gift - of God; Nor is it given all at 
once, as if they had a ſtock laid up for many years; 
but from moment to moment. Cn 


18. By this helpleſneſs I mean, ſecondly, An ab- 


ſolute inability to deliver ourſelves, from that Guil- 


tineſs or Deſert of Puniſhment whereof we are ſtill 


conſcious: Yea, and an inability to remove, by all 
the grace we have, (to ſay nothing of our natural 
powers) either the pride, ſelf-will, love of the world 


anger, and general proneneſs to depart from God, 


which we experimentally know to. remain in the 


heart, even of them that are regenerate; or the evil 


Which in ſpite of all our endeavours, cleaves to all 
our words and actions. Add to this, an utter ina- 
bility wholly to avoid zxcharitable, and much more, 
unprofitable converſation : And, an inability to avoid 


Sins of Omiſſion, or to ſupply the numberleſs Defe#ts 


we are convinced of, eſpecially the want of Love 
and other right tempers, both to God and man. 
109. If any man 1s not ſatisfied of. this, if any be- 


lieves that whoever is juſtified, is able to remove 


theſe fins out of his heart and life, let him make the 


experiment. Let him try, whether by the grace he 


has already received, he can expel Pride, Self- will, 


or inbred Sin in general. Let him try, whether he 
can cleanſe his words and actions from all mixture of 


evil: Whether be can avoid all uncharitable and 


unprofitable Converſation, with all ſins of Omiſon; 
and laſtly, whether he can ſupply the numberleſs - 
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Deſech which he ill finds in himfelf- Let him not 
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be diſcouraged by one or two experiments, but re- 


pPeat the trial again and again. And the longer he 


tries, the more dceply Sl he be convinced of his 
utter Helpleſſneſs in all theſe reſpects. | 
2h} BE this is ſo evident a truth, that well 

nigh all the children of God ſcattered abroad, how- 


ever they differ in other points, yet generally a 


an this, that altho* we may, by te /prrit mortiſy the 
deeds of the body, reſiſt and conquer both outward and 
inward fin, altho we may aveater our enemies day 
by day, yet we cannot drive them out. By all the 


grace which 18 giren at juſtification, we cannot ex- 


tirpate them. Tho' we watch and pray ever fo 
much, we cannot wholly cleanſe either our hearts or 


_ -hands.. Moſt fure we cannot, till it ſhall pleaſe our 
Lord, to ſpeak to our hearts again, to fpeak the 
ſecond time, Be ciean. And then only theleproſy'ts 


.cleanſed; Then only the evil roet, the carnal mind 
is deſtroyed, and inbred fin ſubſite no more. But if 
there be no ſuch Second change, if there be no in- 


ſtantaneous Deliverance after Juſtification, if there 


be nome but a gradual work of God (that there is a 
-gradual work none denies), then we muſt be content 
at well as we can, to remain full of fin *cill death. 


And if fo, we muſt remain gu#ry till death, conti- 


nually deſerving” puniſhment. For it is impoffible, 
the ils or defert of. puniſhment ſhould be — 
from us, as long as all this ſin remains in our heart, 
and cleaves to our word and actions. Nay, in rigo- 
rous Juſtice, all we think, ag ſpeak, N conti- 


_ nally, inercaſes i Its 


- 1. In this: ſeules v epa altd rwe ud 
juſtifed. Aud till we do ſo, we can go no farther. 
For till we are ſenfible of our diſeaſe, it admits of no 


cure. But ſuppoſi * thus re then are 
we called to yu aver, i 8 


2. And this alſo is to be a in à peculiar 
be eved in 
> order 


. 8 
* „ 


os 
TY 
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order to Juſtiſication. Beliene the gad ding. of 


great Salvation, which God hath prepared. for all peo- 


Pie., Believe mat he.who.is.the brightneſr.of bis er. 


hers, glory, the, expreſs. image. of -his:perjon; is ablo to 
ſave unto the utternigſt all that come unto God tho him. 
He is able to ſave you from all the:ſin that-till;re- 


mains in your heart. He is able to ſave you from 


all. che fin that. cleaves to all your. words. and actions. 


He is able to ſave you from Sins of Omiſſion, and to 
ſupply. whatever is wanting. in. yau. I. is true, his 
25, impoſſible vith mau 3. but with God. Man all things 
are poſſible. For y hat can be too hard for Him, who 


. hath, all pozyer in heaven, and in earth? Indeed- his 
bare power to do this, is not a ſufficient foundation 


for qur. Faich, that he 20d do it, that he will thus 
exert his power, unleſs. he hath promiſed it. But 


| thi # he has done: He has Pr omiſed ĩt. over and over, | 


ceeding great and precious promiſes, both in the. Old 
and the New "Teſtament. - So we read in the Law, 
in the moſt antient part of, the oracles of God, The 


Lord thy God avili circumciſe thy heart, and the beart 


75 thy ſeed, to love. the Lord thy God, awith-all ih 
beart, and, with, all thy ſoul, Deut. xxx. 6, So in the 
Palms, He ſhall redeem Iſrael, (the Iſrael.of God) 
From oft his fins. So in thę Prophet: Tben will I ſprin- 
Ble clean water upon you and ye ſhall be clean +. fromm all 


your filthineſs: and from all your idols wilk 1.cloanſe you 


— And I auill put my Spirit auithin you anũ ye ſhall keep 


oY my judgments and do t N. LT avill al/a ſave you from 
| all, y on 4 wncleg nne(ſe 6. Ezek, pl XXXVI. 255 &c. 7 80 


likewiſe in the New Teſtament. Blgſid be the Lord 


| God of Hrael for he hath wifited and redeemed his people. 


Form the, oath auhich he favore to: our father Abra am, 


„ — 
» x 


That he would grant unto us, that aue being diliverea 
out of the bands of our enemies, ſhould ſerwe him without 
fear, In holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days 
ef our life; Luke i. 68, Kc. 
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3. You have therefore good reaſon to believe, be 
is not only able, but abilling to do this, to cleanſe yore 
| Ta from 


* 
2 


oy 


on all. your 25 1:hinieſs of fleſh and fpirit, to ſuve yo¹ 
From all your nucleanneſſes. . This is the thing whict> 
you now long for: This is the faith which you now 
particularly need, namely, that the great phyſician, 
the lover of my ſoul, is willing to make me clean. 
But is he willing to do this to morrow or to day ? 
Let him anſwer for himſelf. To-day, . ye will-bear_ 
my voice, harden not your hearts. it you put it off. 
till to morrow, you Harden your: hearts: You refuſe 
to hear his voice. Believe therefore that he is wil- 
ling to fave you to- day. He is willing to fave you 
n0W. Bebold, now is the accepted time, He now 
ſaith, Be thou clean! Only beheve; And you allo: 
will immediately find, All ings are poſſible to him. 
that belicveth. 

4. Continue to believe in Sunn that lowed thee, 
and gave himjelf for thee, that bore all thy ſius in his- 
orun body on the tree, and he faveth thee from all con- 
demnation, by his blood continually applied. Thus 
it is that we continue in a juſtified ſtate, And When 
we go on from Faith to faith, when we have faith to 
be eleanſed from indwelling fin, to be ſaved from all 
our uncleanneſſes, we are likewiſe ſaved from all 
that guili, that Deſert of Puniſhment, which we felt 
NG 80 that then we may ſay not n 


Every moment, Lord, L avant 
| The, merit of thy Death ;— 


but likewiſe, in the full aſſurance of faiths. 5 


1 moment, Lord, E 
The merit of thy Death! Nea 


For by that faith. in his Life, Death and bake 
ſion for us, renewed from moment to moment, we 
are every whit clean, and there is not only now no 
condemnation for us, but no ſuch defert of puniſh- 


ment as was before, the *** ole anfing both our 
Be and lives. 1 


: . B 2 | . | 5: By-- 
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. By the fame Faith, ue feel the power of Chrift 


every Moment reſting upon us, whereby alone We 
are what we are, whereby we are enabled to eonti- 
nue in ſpiritual life, and without Which, notwith- 
ſtanding all our preſent holineſs, we ſnould be devils 
the next moment. But as long as we retain our 
Faith in him, we draw weter ont / the avells-of Su. 
nation. Leaning on our Beloved, even Chrift in us 
the hope of glory, who dwelleth in our hearts by 
faith, who likewiſe is ever interceding for us at the- 


. Nght-hand of God, we receive help from him to 


think, and fpeak and act what is acceptable in his. 
fight. Thus does he prevent them that believe 
in all their doings, and further them with his con- 


tinual help,” ſo that all their deſigns, converſations. 
and actions are begun, continued and ended in 


him.“ Thus doth he cleanſe the thoughts of their 


hearts, by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that 


they may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify 


_ his holy name.” 


6. Thas it is, that in the children of God, Re- 
SER an Pork exactly anſwer each other. By 
epentance we feel the ſin remaining in our hearts, 
and eleaving to our words and actions. By Faith we 
receive the power of God in Chriſt, purifying our 
hearts and clean ſing our hands. By Repentance we 
are ſtill ſenſible that we deſerve puniſhment for all. 
our tempers and words and actions. By faith we 
are conſcious, that our Advocate with the Father is 
continually pleading for us, and thereby continuallß 
turning aſide all condemnation and puniſhment from 
us. By Repentance we have an abiding conviction, 
that there is no help in us. By Faith we receive 


not only mercy, but grace to help in every time of need. 


Repentance -difclaims the very poſſibility of any 
other help. Faith accepts all the help we ſtand in 

need of, from Him that hath all power in heaven 
and earth. Repentance ſays, without him I can do 


nothing: Faith fays, I can do all things thro Chrift 
Arengibening me. Thro' him I can not only overs. 


— 


8 ; 
edme, but expell all the enemies of my ſoul. Thro® 
Rim I can love the Lord my God, with-all my heart, 
mint, ſoul and firength : yea and walk in 'holine/s ant 
righteouſneſs before bim all the days of my H. 


III. 1. From what has been ſaid we may eaſily 
learn the miſehievouſneſs of that opinion, that we 
are wholly ſanctiſied when we are juſtifled: that our 
hearts are then cleanſed from all fin. It is true, we 
are then delivered (as was obſerved before) from the 
dominion of outward fin: And at the ſame time the 
power of inward fin is fo broken, that we need no 
longer follow or be led by it. But it is by no means 
true, that inward fin is then totally deſtroyed, that 
the root of pride, ſelf will, anger, love of the world 
1s then taken out of the heart, or that the carnal 
mind and the heart bent to backfliding are entirely 
extirpated. And to ſuppoſe the contrary, is not, as 
forme may think, an innocent, harmlefs miſtake. 
No: It does immenſe harm; it entirely blocks up 
the way to any farther change. For it is manifeſt, 
They that are'whote do not need a phyſician, but they that 
are fich. If therefore we think we are quite made 
whole already, there is no room to ſeek any farther 
healing. On this ſuppoſition it 15'abſurd to expect a 
_ farther deliverance from ſin, whether gradual or in- 
ſtantaneous. . | 
2. Onthe contrary, a deep conviction that we are 

not yet whole, that our hearts are not fully purified, 
that there is yet in us a carnal mind, which is ſtill in 


its nature enmity againſt God; that a whole body t 


fin remains in our heart, weakened indeed, but net 
deſtroyed, 'ſhews beyond all poffibitity of doubt, the 
abſolute neceflity of a farther change. We affew, 
that at the very moment of juſtification, we are Born 
gain in that inſtant we experience that inward. 
_ change, from dartneſs into marvellous Tight; from the 
image of the brute and the devil, into the image of 
Gold, from the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſſ mind, to the 
mind Which was in Chriſt Jeſus. But are we then 
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entirely changed? Are we wholly transformed into the: | 
image of him that created us? Far from it: we till 
retain a depth of ſin: and-it is the conſciouſnefs of. 


this, Which conſtrains us to groan for a full deliver-- 
ance, to him that is mighty to ſave. Hence it is, that 


*thofe believers'who are not convinced of the deep 
corruption of their hearts, or but ſlightly and as it 


were-notionally convinced, have little concern about 
entire Santhfication. They may poſſibly hold the opin- 


ion, that ſuch a thing is to be, either at death; or. 


ſome time, they know not when, before hand. But. 


they have no great uneaſineſs for the want of it, and. 


no great hunger or thirſt after it. They cannot, until 
they know themſelves better, until they repent in 


the ſenſe above deſcribed, until God unveils the 


inbred monſter's face, and ſhews them the real ſtate 


of their ſouls. Then only, when they feel the bur-- 
den, will they groan tor-deliveradce from it. Then. 
and not till then will they cry out, in the agony of: 


Break off the yoke of inbred: fin. | 
And fully ſet my ſpirit fre! 
1 cannot reſt, till pure within, 
Till I am wholly loſt in thee! 


3. We may learn from hence, ſecondly, that a 


deep conviction of our Demerit after we are accepted, 
_ (which in one ſenſe may be termed guilt) is abſolutely 


neceſſary, in order to our ſeeing the true value of the 
atoning Blood; in order to our feeling that we need 
eee after we are jultified,. as ever we did 
before. Without this conviction we cannot but ac- 
count the blood of the Covenant as u common thing, 
dſomething of which we have not now any great need, 


ſeeing all our paſt ſins are blotted out. Vea, but if 
both our hearts and lives are thus unclean, there is a 


kind of guilt which we are contracting every mo- 
ment, and which of conſequence would every mo- 
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He ever lives above, 5 | 
For us to interceed, 

His all-atoning love, | 
His precious blood to plead. 


It is chis repentance and the faith intimately con- 
ech with it, which are expreſſed in thoſe ſtrong 
. 5 | ; 8 


4 J fin in every breath 1 draw, 
Nor do thy will nor keep thy law 


: | +. On earths angels do above: 
. But ſtill the fountain open ſtands, | 
"Whig + Waſhes my feet, my heart, my hands, 


5 Till IJ am perfected in love.“ 


4. We may obſerve, thirdly, a deep conviction of 
| - «our utter helpleſſneſs, of our total inability to retain _ 
any thing we have received, much more to deliver 
ourſelves from the world of iniquity remaining both 
in our hearts and lives, teaches us truly to lire upon 
Chbriſt by faith, not only as our Prieſt, but as our 
King. Hereby we are brought to © magnify him“ 
indeed to“ give him all the glory of his grace,” to 
„„ „ make him a whole Chriſt, an entire Saviour, and 
truly to“ ſet the crown upon his head.“ Theſe 
excellent words, as they have been frequently uſed, 
have little or no meaning. But they are fulfilled in 
a ſtrong and a deep ſenſe, when we thus as it were, 
go out of ourſelves, in order to be ſwallowed up in 
'. him; when we fink into nothing, that he may be 
all in all, Then his almighty grace having aboliſh- 
ed every high thing which exalted itſelf againſt him, 
every temper, and thought, and word, and work is 
IF #rought to the obedience of Chriſt. WP 
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